
Hand Out to City Council – December 10, 2019 
 
Overview: 
• Pickleball is one of the fastest growing and most inclusive sports in Canada; 
• Approximately 75,000 people play pickleball nationwide; 
• More than 3 million players in the United States and that number has been growing by more than 

10 percent each year over the past decade; 
• Pickleball BC membership, has grown from 3500 to over 5000 or a 70% increase in the first six 

months of 2019; 
• Pickleball was the most popular sport at the BC 55+ Winter Games held in Kelowna last fall.  At 

nearly 500 athletes, pickleball had one of the highest turnouts for the games, and the biggest in the 
history of the 55+ BC Games; 

• Pickleball’s popularity shows no signs of slowing down and the sport is here to stay; 
• Pickleball is played in virtually every community in British Columbia.  Many communities throughout 

the province are incorporating new pickleball courts into their recreation plans. 
 
Some of the reasons for pickleball’s popularity is: 

• It can be played by all ages, young and old, regardless of gender or skill level; 
• It is very welcoming to new players.  The rules are simple and easy for beginners to learn; 
• Pickleball is very easy to start playing and you can reach a level of competence in a relatively 

short time. If you spend a good 30 minutes with a “newbie,” he or she will leave being able to 
play the game. That can’t be said for other sports; 

• Pickleball is unique, combining athletics with a great social atmosphere; 
• Seniors have lots of free time and can use the courts in peak as well as off-peak hours; 
• It is a great way to stay active and adds to the physical and mental health of the people of 

Penticton, young and old; 
• It is an inexpensive and highly social game for both the older population as well as our youth; 
• Pickleball is played on a smaller court, so players don’t have to move around as much which is 

why many older people like to play it.  On the other hand, many teens and young adults find 
pickleball fun because you are able to have an intense game on a small court which means that 
you can use your hand to eye coordination, much like you would if you were playing ping pong. 

• Many former tennis players find pickleball a good “step down” sport when tennis becomes too 
demanding;  

• It can develop into a quick fast paced competitive game for experienced players allowing for 
tournament level play. 

 
Pickleball in Penticton 

• 215 registered members and growing; 
• In 2019 over 50 people a day used the outdoor courts; some events were full and people had to 

be turned away; 
• In the 2019 season, approximately 1500 volunteer hours were contributed towards program 

events and coaching for all levels of play; 
• Our club members spent 250 person hours as ambassadors of the drop-in program, 

representing Penticton to the public including visitors to our city; 
• According to the Housing Needs Assessment done in 2018 for the City of Penticton, more than 

three-quarters of Penticton’s population growth from 2016 to 2046 is expected to be in the 65-
plus population.  This growth will put additional pressure on pickleball facilities. 

 
Comparison of pickleball facilities in towns (similar size or smaller) in the Okanagan Valley: 

• There are 42 outdoor courts throughout the Okanagan Valley, serving 121,315 people or on 
average, 2888 people per court, verses, 9,259 people per court in Penticton. 



City Population # Courts People per Court 
Oliver 4,929 4 1232 
Osoyoos 5,085 4 1271 
Peachland 5,428 2 2714 
Summerland 11,615 4 2903 
Salmon Arm 18,234 6 3039 
West Kelowna 35,949 10 3594 
Penticton 37,035 4 9259 
Vernon 40,076 12 3339 

 
Quick catch-up on what has already occurred in Penticton: 

• In 2015, Council unanimously approved the development of four Pickleball courts at the Seniors 
Drop-in Centre on South Main Street; AND 

• In 2015 Council unanimously approved the future development of up to 4 additional courts (for 
a total of 8) (adjacent to the courts noted above) subject to a funding contribution from the 
Penticton Pickleball Association; 

• In July 2019, Council unanimously approved the Robinson Property Master Plan; 
• The Robinson Property Master Plan supported the construction of four additional pickleball 

courts as approved by Council in 2015; 
• In October 2019, in a written letter to City of Penticton, the Penticton Pickleball Club committed 

to contribute $37,000 to the construction of four more courts, fulfilling the condition Council set 
out in 2015. 

 
How would more pickleball courts help Penticton: 

• More courts would allow the Club to expand its membership, possibly doubling to 400+ people; 
• This keeps our citizens active and helps promote a healthy lifestyle for young and old; 
• Provide the facilities to undertake larger scale fundraising for local charities and local needs.  

Penticton Pickleball Club raised $6,000 dollars for the cardiology department at Penticton 
Regional Hospital in 2019; 

• Would provide us the ability to host tournaments.  We currently cannot hold pickleball 
tournaments in Penticton with only four courts.  Tournaments require at least eight courts to be 
successful.  Tournaments contribute to the economic benefits for businesses in the city;   

• The Club has worked with Princess Margaret students over the past couple of years.  Added 
court capacity would go a long ways to eliminate conflict between Club programs and more 
court time for Schools; 

• Tourists are starting to choose their destinations based on the availability of pickleball facilities.  
Additional court capacity will make Penticton more attractive as a pickleball destination; 

• The senior population is forecasted to continue to grow.  Additional courts would help meet, the 
current needs as well as the expected future growth in the senior population. 

 
The Penticton Pickleball Club is looking for guidance from Penticton City Council on how to proceed with 
the construction of the four additional courts that were approved by Council in 2015 and supported in 
the approval of the Robertson Property Master Plan.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to Council. 
 
Graham Perrie 
President Penticton Pickleball Club 
On behalf of the Penticton Pickleball Club 


